®

Heart of

England e
Care o

JOINT PRESS RELEASE
Broadening Choices for Older People {BCOP)/Heart of England Care (HOEC)
Date: 28 January 2011

Local Charitable Care Providers to merge

The Boards of Trustees of Broadening Choices For Older People (BCOP) and
Heart Of England Care (HOEC) have announced their intention to merge the
two organisations.

This will be a two stage process. From April 2011 HOEC will become a subsidiary
within the BCOP Group structure. It is then the intention to work towards a full merger
by September 2011.

HOEC is a charitable care provider that has been operating nursing and residential
care homes in the Birmingham area since 1990. The Chair of HOEC, Lynn Kemp,
said “This is very good news for us. Our longstanding General Manager Fhil Bell has
decided to retire in March and the Trustees have been considering the best way
forward for the organisation. We recognise that in the current challenging
environment for the care sector, it is important we strive to maintain the values and
quality achieved under Phil's stewardship”.

She went on to say “By working to merge with BCOP we will be cementing an
already strong relationship with another local charitable care provider that shares the
aims and values of HOEC. This will ensure continuity and certainty for our residents.
The HOEC Board is confident that these proposals will provide a secure and
positive future for both organisations.”

BCOP is a charitable care provider that has operated in Birmingham for more than 50
years. The Chair of BCOP said ‘This is excellent news for both organisations. We
have expertise across a range of care services for older people but the core of our
work is developing high quality nursing care. Merging with HOEC will bring together
two organisations that share the same values and are committed to providing the
highest quality of care for vulnerable older people.’
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